
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Suggested Timeline 

Technology-Free Alternative 

Days Activity 

12 Standards: RL.5.1, W.1.1.c 

I can: RL.5.1: I can cite multiple examples of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says. 

           RL.5.1: I can make inferences based of what the text says.  

            W.1.1.c I can support claims with relevant evidence. 

EQ: In a culture where we are bombarded with the beliefs of others, how do we decide what is true? What convinces us? 

Resources: Textual Evidence Notes, excerpt from Kim, Identifying the Best Textual Evidence Assignment, Closure Word document 

 

Lesson:     Read and annotate the text 

               Read through textual evidence notes 

                  Read excerpt from Kim and the prompt at the bottom of the text. 

                  Complete Graphic Organizer using the text and prompt 

                  Locate closure document and respond in complete sentences 

Due: Connection, Textual Evidence Assignment, Closure 

All assignments will be 

GRADED!  

Please be sure to submit 

your completed packet NO 

LATER THAN  

5 days upon returning to 

school. 

 

Please contact C. Petgrave-Williams or R. McFarlan for any 

additional support needed. 

Contact information: 

 cassandra.petgrave-w@richlandone.org 

803-250-1591 

 regina.mcfarlan@richlandone.org  

mailto:cassandra.petgrave-w@richlandone.org
mailto:regina.mcfarlan@richlandone.org


13 Standards: RI.5.1, RI.6.1 

I can: RI.5.1: I can cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says explicitly. 

           RI.5.1: I can cite textual evidence to support inferences drawn from the text.  

           RI.6.1: I can provide an objective summary of a text with two or more central ideas.  

           RI.6.1: I can cite key supporting details to analyze the development of two or more central ideas in a single text. 

EQ: How do new discoveries generate improvements in the world around us? 

Resources: Connection Word document, “Are You Being Watched?” Informational Text PDF, Responding to Informational Text Questions  

                   Assignment Word document, Closure Word document 

Lesson:  

In this lesson you will read about the advantages and disadvantages of facial recognition technology. After reading, you will answer questions multiple choice and 

written response questions. 

1. Locate and Respond to Connection document. Response should be in complete sentences. 

2. Read the informational text and mark benefits of facial recognition technology with a B and drawbacks with a D 

3. Locate the Questions Word document. Read each question thoroughly and refer to the text when answering. 

4. Respond to the closure question in complete sentences 

 

Due: Connection, Article with markings Responding to Informational Text Questions Assignment, Closure 

14 Standards: RI.5.1, RI. 6.1 

I can: RI.5.1: I can cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says explicitly.  

           RI.5.1: I can cite textual evidence to support inferences drawn from the text.  

           RI.6.1: I can provide an objective summary of a text with two or more central ideas.  

           RI.6.1: I can cite key supporting details to analyze the development of two or more central ideas in a single text. 

EQ: How do continuous exposure to viruses affect our daily lives? 

Resources: Connection Word document and Closure Word document, “Explainer: What is a virus?” Informational Text   

                   Responding to Informational Text Questions Assignment Word document 

 

Lesson: In this lesson you will read about viruses. After reading, you will answer questions multiple choice and written response questions. 

1. Locate and Respond to Connection document. Response should be in complete sentences. 

2. Read and annotate the text, “Explainer: What is a virus?” 

3.  Highlight information that help you to clarify your responses to the questions on the connection document. 

4. Read each question attached to the text carefully and refer to the text when answering. 

5. Respond to the closure question in complete sentences 

 

Due: Connection, Article with markings, Responding to Informational Text Questions Assignment Closure 

15 Standards: -RI.12.3, RI 5.1 

I can: RI.12.3 I can read and respond according to task and purpose to become self-directed, critical readers and thinkers 

           RI.5.1: I can cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says explicitly.  

           RI.5.1: I can cite textual evidence to support inferences drawn from the text.  

EQ: What impact do pandemics have on society? How can countries work together to stop the spread of pandemics? 

Resources: Connection Document, Articles 1 and 2, Compare and Contrast Graphic organizer 

Activities:  

 Locate and complete the connection document 

 Locate Articles 1 & 2 

 Read and annotate the text. Use guided questions to mark the assist in the marking of the text 



 Read text a second time and complete the Compare and Contrast Graphic organizer 

Due: Connection Document, Annotated Articles 1 and 2, Compare and Contrast Graphic organizer 

16 Standards: RI.12.3 

I can: RI.12.3 I can read and respond according to task and purpose to become self-directed, critical readers and thinkers 

EQ: What impact do pandemics have on society? How can countries work together to stop the spread of pandemics? 

Resources: Articles 1 and 2, Compare and Contrast Graphic organizer, Text dependent Quiz 

Activities:  

 Reread both texts 

 Complete the quiz 

Due: Text dependent Quiz, Vocabulary sheet 

17 Standards: W.1.1.a, b, d 

I can… introduce a focused claim.  

       …organize reasons and evidence clearly.   

       …use information from multiple print sources 

       …use an organizational structure that provides unity and clarity among claims, reasons, and evidence 

EQ: How can I use different text I have read to present my claim? 

Resources needed: Article 1 & 2,  Argument writing word document 

Activities: 

Step 1: Reread articles 

Step 2: Construct your thesis statement or your claim 

Step 3: Write two reasons to support your thesis/ claim 

Step 4: Write two reasons for each piece of evidence 

Step 5: Write one sentence to conclude your claim 

Step 6: Share your writing with a family member and ask them to provide you with feedback. 

Performance Assessment Workbook 

Reminders-Read all the items in the margins and complete the activities as directed. 

18-19 Standards: W.1.1.a, b, d 

I can… introduce a focused claim.  

       …organize reasons and evidence clearly.   

       …use information from multiple print sources 

       …use an organizational structure that provides unity and clarity among claims, reasons, and evidence 

EQ: How can I use different text I have read to present my claim? 

Resources needed: Performance Assessment Workbook-pgs. 16-17, pencil, notebook paper 

 

Activities: Performance Workbook: (30-45 minutes each day) 

                 Write a revised and edited argumentative essay to answer the question-“Should People be allowed to keep pit bulls as pets?” (See    

                 top of page 16 in the Performance Workbook) 

 

Step 1: Planning and Prewriting- Pgs. 16-17 (Review and revise) 

            Review and revise (if revisions are needed) your claim, reasons, and evidence from pages 16-17.   

Please note*** if you did write a draft essay for this prompt on days 4-6 from your ELA packet, you may revise your first draft essay to finalize your plan 

for pages 18-19 (Step 2 below). 

 

Step 2: Finalize Your Plan- Page 18 



            Use your responses on pages 16-17, as well as your close reading notes to complete the graphic organizer on Page 18. 

Step 3: Draft  and Revise Your Essay-Page 19 

            Revise and rewrite your first draft essay.  Use the Draft your Essay Checklist and Revision Checklist: Self Evaluation on page 19. 

Step 4: Revision Checklist: Peer Review-Page 20 (optional for extra credit) 

            Read your essay to a family member and have them help you complete the partner notes graphic organizer 

Step 5: (Optional)-type your final draft at home if you have a computer.  You may email to your teacher when you complete it or just save it and turn the 

typed and written work in when you return to the school. 

 

Due: Complete essay 

20-22 Standards:  RL.5.1, RL.7.2 

I can... cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

        … make inferences based of what the text says 

       … compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres to determine how they approach similar topics. 

EQ:  How is animal communication similar to that of humans? 

Resources needed: Performance Assessment Workbook-pgs.21-25, pencil, notebook paper 

Activities: Performance Workbook (30-45 minutes each day) 

Step 1: Quick Write: Connection-Quick Write-Can Animals learn or use language?” 

            Before reading and completing the Perform the Task Assignment (See top of page 21 in the Performance Workbook 

Step 2: Read Source 1: Magazine Article-Speaking Bonobo and as you read look for evidence and write notes about (Pages 22-25) in the columns that   

             supports or  convinces you to change your position from your quick write .    

 Step 3: Close Read  

             As you read mark up the text. Underline important details (cited evidence), put an exclamation mark by ideas that you believed were interesting,     

             and circle power words to help you answer the questions at the bottom of page 23. 

Step 4: Decide, discuss, and respond- Answer the question at the bottom of page 25. 

Closure: After reading both articles, write a paragraph on whether or not you think animals communicate using a language. 

 

Due:  Performance Workbook Activities 

23-24 Standards: RL. 5.1, C.4.1, RI.13.1, I2.1 

I can… determine the effectiveness of a speaker’s argument and specific claims.   

       …distinguish claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

EQ: How does the author try to convince you to accept his/her claim? 

Resources needed: Performance Activities: Performance Workbook (30-45 minutes each day) 

 

Step 1: Before Reading-(Question the Author)-   

            Write 3 questions in your notes columns on pages 26-27 that you hope to learn after you complete reading the Magazine Article-When Animals   

            Communicate, They Are Not Using “Language”. 

Step 2: Close Read Source 2: Magazine Article-When Animals Communicate, They Are Not Using “ Language” and Source 3: Graphic Feature: What is    

            Language?, pages 26-28 in the Performance Workbook.   

            As you read, write column notes and mark up the text.  

           Underline important details (cited evidence), put an exclamation mark by ideas that you believe are interesting, and circle power words to help you   

            answer the questions at the bottom of pages 27 and 28.   

Step 3: Think like the Author- Using your notes, answer the 3 questions you created for the author for Source 2 Magazine Article-When Animals 

Communicate, They Are Not Using “ Language”. 

Closure: After reading both articles, write a paragraph on whether or not you think animals communicate using a language. Share your thoughts with   



              someone at home. 

 

JUST FOR FUN: TRY COMMUNICATING WITH A PET, LIKE YOU WOULD DO WITH A FRINE, FOR A WEEK. WRITE DOWN WHAT YOU NOTICE. 

 

Due: Performance Workbook Activities, Closure paragraph 

25 Standards: RI.5.1 

I can: RI.5.1: I can cite textual evidence to support an analysis of what the text says explicitly. 

           RI.5.1: I can cite textual evidence to support inferences drawn from the text.  

EQ: How is language different from communication? 

Resources: Performance Workbook  pages 22-30 

Activities:  

Step 1: Review/Relook at Source 3 Graphic Feature-“What is Language?” on page 28. 

            Quick Write-Which of the types of languages do you use most?  You may write your answer below the graphic feature box on page 28. 

Step 2: Respond to text questions on page 29 to the source articles you read on pages 22-28 in the Performance Workbook.   

            Use your column notes and refer to the article sources on pages 22-28 to answer the questions.  Your answers to these questions will help you write   

            your essay. 

Step 3: Complete the graphic organizer (See questions 5 on page 30) 

Closure: Answer the questions to summarize your thoughts and reasons about sources 1-3. (See questions 6 on page 30) 

Due: Workbook Activities 

26-27 Standards: W.1.1.a, b, c, d 

I can… introduce a focused claim.  

       …organize reasons and evidence clearly.   

       …use information from multiple print sources 

       …use an organizational structure that provides unity and clarity among claims, reasons, and evidence 

EQ: How can I use different text I have read to present my claim? 

Resources needed: Performance Assessment Workbook-pgs. 31-31, pencil, notebook paper 

Activities: Performance Workbook (30-45 minutes each day) 

Step 1: Plan to Write: Do you agree or Disagree with the idea that animals can learn and use language? 

           You have read about animals and whether or not they are capable of learning or using language.  Now you will write an argumentative essay.  (See    

           the assignment box on page 31.) 

Step 2: Organize to Write 

           Use the graphic organizer on page 31 to help you outline the structure of your argumentative essay. 

Step 3: Write (See page 32) 

            Use your notes and completed graphic organizer to write a first draft of your argumentative essay. 

            Look back over your essay and revise using the Evaluation Criteria Checklist on page 32. 

Closure: Edit your revised draft to correct spelling, grammar and punctuation errors. Use the Evaluation checklist on page 32. 

Due: Workbook Activities 

28-29  

30 Standards:: RI.5.1, RI.11.2 

I can… cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says.  

         … make inferences based of what the text says.  

         …trace the argument and specific claims.  

         …distinguish claims that are supported by reasons and evidences from claims that are not.   

EQ: How can home fires be prevented? 



 

 

 

 

Resources: : Performance Workbook pages 36-37 

Activities: Performance Workbook (30-45 minutes each day) 

 

Step 1: Quick Write: Connection-Quick Write-What causes home fires and how can we prevent them?” 

            Before reading and completing the Analyze the Model Assignment (See top of page 35 in the Performance Workbook) 

Step 2: Read Source Materials for Step 1: An Instructional Article-Organizing Your Writing and as you read underline information that you find useful and    

            write notes in the columns on Pages 36-37 that will help you learn how to write an informative essay about house fires.    

Step 3: Decide, discuss, and respond- Answer the question at the bottom of page 37. 

 

Due Workbook activities, plan of escape. 

31 Standards: RL. 5.1, C.4.1, RI.13.1, I2.1 

I can… determine the effectiveness of a speaker’s argument and specific claims.   

       …distinguish claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

EQ: How does the author try to convince you to accept his/her claim? 

Resources needed: Performance Assessment Workbook- pgs. 38-41, pencil 

Activities: Read all the items in the margins and complete the activities as directed 

 

Step 1.  Read and annotate the Text (Pages 38-41) and pay attention to the notes written in red in the columns 

Step 2: Discuss and Decide  

After reading student’s essay, students will answer the question at the bottom of page 39 and 41. (Write answer in the space above prompt.) 

Step 4: Complete the activity on page 42 (Use notes on page 8 to assist you in identifying claim. You also have notes in your ELA journal.) 

Closure: Construct a plan of escape/ action to protect yourself and your family in case there is a fire at home. 

Due:  Workbook activities, plan of escape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you finish your packet, you may continue to work from your performance assessment text (Unit two). 

Additionally, for those who have access to technology you may also complete assignments on USATestprep, Newsella and NoRedInk. 

 

 

 

 

Name ______________________________________________ 
 



Day 12 

Connection Directions: Take a few minutes to reflect on each question below and respond in complete sentences.  
 

1. How would you describe someone or something that is excellent? Be as detailed as possible.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 How would you describe someone or something that is above average? Be as detailed as possible.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you describe someone or something that is average? Be as detailed as possible. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  



Identifying the Best Textual Evidence Notes 

What is 
textual 
evidence? 

 In real life, people who can back up an opinion their thoughts, ideas, and opinions with evidence are taken more 
seriously than people who can only give a reason of “just because.” The same is true when interacting with a 
text. 

 When we have ideas about what we read, we need to cite textual evidence to support our ideas.  

 When we read, we often are asked to answer questions or express our ideas about the text. In order to let people 
know we understand what we have read, textual evidence should be used to support our opinions or answers. 

Providing 
Textual 
Evidence 

There are two ways to provide textual evidence:  

1. Explicit Textual Evidence  
2.Inferencing 

What does 
explicit 
textual 
evidence 
mean? 

When you are asked to cite textual evidence to support your thought, you may use what is known as 

explicit textual evidence. 
What does this mean? 

 Explicit = direct  

 Textual = from the text 

 Evidence = support for your answer, opinion, or idea 

What about 
inferencing? 

 An inference is something that you think is true based on information that you have.  

 An inference is NOT directly written in the text 

 To make an inference, we use evidence from the text and our prior knowledge.  

 Sometimes we have to “read between the lines.” Authors don’t always tell us everything. We need to use textual 
evidence and prior knowledge to understand the text better. 

Identifying 
the BEST 
textual 
evidence 

When providing textual evidence, you want to think about which piece(s) of text evidence best support your 
thoughts, ideas, and opinions.  

Think about textual evidence as being: 
Excellent  
Above average  
Average 

Excellent 
Textual 

Evidence 

Use these guiding questions to help you determine if the textual evidence is excellent:  

 Does the textual evidence provide a clear connection between the prompt/question and your claim?  

 Is the textual evidence the most relevant piece to provide an appropriate amount of information to answer the 
prompt and support your claim? 

Above 
Average 
Textual 
Evidence 

Use these guiding questions to help you determine if the textual evidence is above average: 

 Does the textual evidence relate to the prompt/question and your claim?  

 Is the textual evidence providing a minimal amount of information to answer the prompt and support your 
claim? 

Average 
Textual 
Evidence 

Use these guiding questions to help you determine if the textual evidence is average:  

 Does the textual evidence relate to the prompt/question and your claim?  

 Is the textual evidence too broad or too specific to answer the prompt and support your claim? 

 



Excerpt from CHAPTER 1 KIM 

 
  I stood before our family altar. It was dawn. No one else in the apartment was awake. I stared at my father’s 

photograph-his thin face stern, lips latched tight, his eyes peering permanently to the right. I was nine years old and still 

hoped that perhaps his eyes might move. Might notice me. The candle and the incense sticks, lit the day before to mark 

his death anniversary, had burned out. The rice and meat offered him were gone. After the evening feast, past midnight, 

I’d been wakened by my mother’s crying. My oldest sister had joined in. My own tears had then come as well, but for a 

different reason. 

 I turned from the altar, tiptoed to the kitchen, and quietly drew a spoon from a drawer. I filled my lunch thermos with 

water and reached into our jar of dried lima beans. Then I walked outside to the street. 

  The side walk was completely empty. It was Sunday, early in April. An icy wind teetered trash cans and turned my 

cheeks to marble. In Vietnam we had no weather like that. Here in Cleveland people call it spring. I walked half a block, 

then crossed the street and reached the vacant lot. 

 I stood tall and scouted. No one was sleeping on the old couch in the middle. I’d never entered the lot before, or 

wanted to. I did so now, picking my way between tires and trash bags. I nearly stepped on two rats gnawing and froze. 

Then I told myself that I must sow my bravery. I continued farther and chose a spot far from the sidewalk and hidden 

from view by a rusty refrigerator. I had to keep my project safe. 

 I took out my spoon and began to dig. The snow had melted, but the ground was hard. After much work, I finished 

one hole, then a second, then a third. I thought about how my mother and sisters remembered my father, how they 

knew his face from every angle and held in their fingers the feel of his hands. I had no such memories to cry over. I’d 

been born eight months after he’d died. Worse, he had no memories of me. When his spirit hovered over our altar, did it 

even know who I was? 

I dug six holes. All his life in Vietnam my father had been a farmer. Here our apartment house had no yard. But in that 

vacant lot he would see me. He would watch my beans break ground and spread, and would notice with pleasure their 

pods growing plump. He would see my patience and my hard work. I would shop him that I could raise plants, as he had. 

I would show him that I was his daughter. 

 My class had sprouted lima beans in paper cups the year before. I now placed a bean in each of the holes. I covered 

them up, pressing the soil down firmly with my fingertips. I opened my thermos and watered them all. And I vowed to 

myself that those beans would thrive. 

 

Prompt: Why does the narrator plant seeds? What do seeds mean to her? 

 

 



Textual Evidence Assignment 
Directions:  

1. Read the excerpt from “Kim” 

2. Read the prompt  

3. Answer the prompt in the box  

4. Examine each piece of textual evidence 

5. In the ranking column, rank each piece of evidence as Excellent, Above Average, or Average  

6. In the rationale column, explain why you ranked the piece of textual evidence the way you did.  

 

Prompt: Why does the narrator plant the seeds? What do the seeds mean to her?  

Evidence Ranking Rationale 

“I was nine years old and still hoped perhaps 

that his eyes might move.” 
 

 

 

“I vowed to myself that those beans would 

thrive.” 
  

“Then I told myself that I must show my 

bravery.” 
  

“But in that vacant lot he would see me…he 

would see my patience and my hard work.” 
  

“I had no such memories to cry over. I had been 

born eight months after he had died.” 
  

“I would show him that I could raise plants as he 

had. I would show him that I was his daughter.” 
  

 



Closure Directions: Reflect on the lesson today and respond to each of the questions.  

1. What is one thing already knew about textual evidence before completing this lesson?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is one new thing you learned about textual evidence after completing this lesson?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What questions do you have about textual evidence after completing this lesson? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 13 
Connection  

Directions: Respond to the following questions in complete sentences.  

1. What do you believe has been the greatest invention? Why?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do new discoveries generate (produce or cause) improvements in our world? Explain. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Closure  

Directions: Reflect on what you read today and use the text to answer the following questions.  

1. Based on the text, what surprised or shocked you as the reader? Explain. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Think back to the responses you gave to the connection questions. Is facial recognition technology an improvement to the 

world around us or not? Explain 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



                                                                                                                  ARE YOU BEINGWATCHED?: 

Facial recognition technology can identify people’s 

faces—and may make Americans safer. But is it 

also threatening our privacy? 

By Steph Smith and Joe Bubar:  (January 27, 

2020) 

As You Read, Think About: What are the benefits 

and drawbacks of facial recognition technology? 

 

Fans at a recent Taylor Swift concert in Los Angeles passed a screen playing videos of the pop 

star. They did not know that a camera hidden inside was snapping their photos. The images were 

reportedly analyzed by special software. The goal? To look for people considered possible threats to the 

singer. 

That is just one example of how facial recognition technology is becoming more common in the 

United States. It is being used to increase security in many public places. Police departments are also using 

it to help find suspects (see sidebar, p. 16). 

This worries some people. They say being scanned by facial recognition software without their 

knowledge violates their right to privacy, especially when it is used by law enforcement. The technology 

has also come under fire for being inaccurate. 

Those concerns recently led cities in California and Massachusetts to ban its use by police. Other 

places are thinking of doing the same thing. 

But some people say it is a mistake to ban the technology entirely. They argue that facial 

recognition can be a powerful tool for ensuring public safety—as long as its use is regulated. 

In the end, Americans must decide how much privacy we are willing to give up to feel secure. 

Scanning It All 
Have you ever unlocked your phone just by looking at it? If so, you have used facial recognition software. It is also used at several U.S. airports to 

improve security screenings. 

The technology is even starting to pop up in schools. Several schools around the U.S. reportedly use facial recognition systems to scan kids and adults. 

That includes schools in Missouri, Texas, and Oklahoma. Officials say the technology is used to spot people who are not supposed to be at school. 

A controversy erupted last year in Lockport, New York. The school district there planned to use a facial recognition system. But 

some parents and state lawmakers opposed the plan. They said the technology could endanger students’ privacy. Groups that work to 

protect Americans’ basic freedoms are also concerned about using the technology in schools. Americans’ basic freedoms are known as 

civil liberties. The groups worry that kids will come to accept and expect that authorities will monitor everything they do. 

Crime Fighter? 

The debate over facial recognition gets even more heated when it comes to law enforcement using the technology. A 2016 study 

found that at least a quarter of state and local police departments are able to run facial recognition searches. Many departments say the 

tech lets them track down suspects much faster than traditional methods do. 

Americans must 

decide how much 

privacy we are 

willing to give up 

in order to feel 

secure 



How does that work? Typically, police upload an image of a suspect to a computer that has facial recognition software. (The photo could come from a 

store security camera or from a phone.) The software scans the image. Then it compares the image with ones in police databases. The databases include images of 

people who were previously arrested. Many states also let police use the software to compare a suspect’s image to driver’s license photos. 

The technology can search through millions of images in seconds. Police say this saves them valuable time. Authorities say that in New York City alone, it 

led to nearly 1,000 arrests last year. In other places, facial recognition software has helped police catch suspected jewel thieves. It has also helped them catch a 

mass shooter, among others. 

Flawed Technology? 

Yet facial recognition technology is far from perfect. For example, it has been shown to make significantly more mistakes when attempting to identify 

people of color and women. 

Why? The people who developed facial recognition systems typically used photo databases that contained more images of white men than of women and 

people of color. 

“People who created [the software] didn’t notice because they were mostly white men,” says Meredith Broussard. She is an artificial intelligence expert at 

New York University. Broussard says that the software’s shortcomings could lead to innocent people being misidentified and arrested. 

A Threat to Our Voices? 

The accuracy of facial recognition technology may improve. But some people would still have serious concerns about authorities using it. Groups that 

defend civil liberties say that police could use the technology to identify anyone who is out in public at any time, even if what a person is doing is legal. According 

to the 2016 study, some cities are moving to use systems that do that, including Chicago and Los Angeles. Those cities’ officials claim that the systems help them 

find crime suspects. 

Being constantly monitored by the police poses a threat to our basic freedoms, civil liberties advocates claim. They say Americans may be less likely to 

engage in free speech if they know that they are being watched.  

For example, the police could use facial recognition to identify protesters. That could make people afraid to openly object to government policies. 

(Speaking out in this way is a right protected by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.) 

 

Calls for Regulation 

Many Americans say police departments, companies, and schools must be more upfront about how they are using facial recognition. Some U.S. lawmakers 

have proposed bills to help regulate use of the technology. But none have yet become law. Even some major technology companies that develop facial recognition 

software worry that the industry is growing too quickly. And they worry it has too few rules to govern it. 

Microsoft’s president, Brad Smith, wrote about that in 2018. “If we move too fast with facial recognition,” he wrote, “we may find that people’s 

fundamental rights are being broken.”  

 

◆Write About It! Would you be in favor of facial recognition technology being used in your town or school? Write an essay that argues your point of view. Be 

sure to support your argument with reasons and evidence. 

 

How Facial Recognition Works 

1. CAPTURING 

A camera collects an image of a person’s 
face. Cameras may be mounted on 
buildings or in public places. 

2. EXTRACTING  
Software identifies facial features in the 
image, then creates a unique facial profile 
for that individual 

3. COMPARING  
The facial profile is compared with millions 
of existing profiles stored in a database. 

 

4. MATCHING 
 If the software finds a likely match, it flags 
the image. The person may have been 
identified 



Responding to Informational Text Questions Directions: Read each question and choose the correct answer choice. 
 

1. Which is a central idea of the article? 
A. Some cell phones rely on facial recognition. 

B. The increasing use of facial recognition technology in the U.S. is causing controversy. 
C. Facial recognition technology can help schools. 
D. Airports use facial recognition technology. 

 
2. Which detail best supports the answer to question 1? 

A. “[Some people] say being scanned by facial recognition software without their knowledge . . . violates their right to privacy.” 

B. “If you’ve ever unlocked your phone just by looking at it, you’ve used facial recognition software.” 
C. “Officials say the technology is used to spot people who aren’t supposed to be at school.” 

D. “A 2016 study found that at least a quarter of state and local police departments have the ability to run facial recognition 
searches.”  

 

3. What does nab mean in this sentence? “Facial recognition software has helped police nab suspected jewel thieves.” 
A. catch 

B. teach 

C. misidentify 

D. watch  
 
4. Which is not a reason why some people are worried about facial recognition technology? 

A. It has helped track down a mass shooter and many other criminals. 
B. It is less accurate when attempting to identify people of color and women. 
C. It could be used to track people who are not doing anything illegal. 

D. It could be an invasion of privacy. Answer: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

5. What is the main purpose of the section “A Threat to Our Voices?” 
A. to highlight technical problems with facial recognition searches 
B. to explain concerns about civil liberties 

C. to clarify the role of Congress 
D. to persuade readers that safety is more important than privacy Answer: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

6. Which of these statements is a fact? 
A. Banning facial recognition technology entirely would be a mistake. 

B. Americans will be afraid to engage in free speech if they know they are being watched. 
C. Facial recognition use is growing too quickly. 
D. Facial recognition has been shown to make more mistakes in identifying people of color. Answer: Click or tap here to enter 

text.  
 



 
Directions: Respond to the question using complete sentences. Make sure to use textual evidence to support your responses. 

 
7. What is the central idea(s) of the article?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. How does the author develop the central idea(s)?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Summarize the privacy concerns about facial recognition technology expressed in the article. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Why is facial recognition technology less likely to accurately identify women and people of color? 
               

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 14 
Connection: What do you know about viruses? 

 

Write your responses to the following questions in complete sentences. 

1. How do viruses reproduce? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What would happen if viruses didn't exist? _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why are viruses so contagious? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Closure  
 

Directions: Reflect on what you read today and use the text to answer the following questions.  

1. Based on the text, what information did you find interesting? Explain. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. After reading this article how has your thinking about virus changed? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Article- Explainer: What is a virus? 

By Allen Cheng, The Conversation, adapted by Newsela staff 

Published: 03/18/2020 

It may seem like something scientists should have figured out already. However, they are still arguing over 

whether viruses are a form of life. 

There are many different kinds of viruses. Viruses cause everything from the common cold (called 

rhinoviruses) and warts (papillomavirus) to Ebola, a deadly disease that killed thousands in Africa.  

They are behind influenza and smallpox, another deadly disease that has been wiped out. Many viruses can 

also cause cancer. The hepatitis B virus, for instance, is a known cause of liver cancer. 

Viruses show some of the characteristics of living things. They have DNA, which contains the instructions for how each part of a creature works. They also change 

over time and create copies of themselves. However, most biologists argue they aren’t alive because they can’t replicate themselves and create new viruses. 

To say that viruses are small is an understatement. If the human genome were a 1,200-page book, the influenza virus would be about two words. The smallest 

virus, circovirus, would be merely a letter or two. 

Essentially, viruses are snippets of DNA that take over the living cells to copy themselves. Then they escape the cell and spread. Viruses have what are called 

envelopes to protect their insides. Even those come from their hosts, or the cells they take over. There is a good reason why a “computer virus” is called what it is. 

Vaccines Are Developed To Stop Viruses 

Vaccines can prevent viruses. 

The word vaccine comes from the Latin word for “cow." The first vaccine, against smallpox, started with an observation by English scientist and doctor Edward 

Jenner. He noticed that milkmaids who had cowpox seemed to be protected from smallpox, a similar disease that came from cows. From this came the idea that a 

person could be protected with a closely related, but less dangerous, virus. 

Scientists then found that even inactivated viruses worked. They enabled the immune system to protect the body from infection at a later date. An inactivated virus 

has been grown in a lab and then killed. Scientists then added these inactivated viruses into the vaccines that we get as shots when we visit the doctor. Vaccines 

have weak viruses inside them that are either living or dead, but they can't reproduce themselves. When we get shot with vaccines it helps our bodies get used to 

them. Then, our bodies can defend themselves if we catch a live, strong virus. 

The best vaccines have wiped out diseases, such as smallpox. Hopefully, in the near future, polio and measles will also become illnesses of the past. 

This colorized transmission electron mic 1It may seem like 
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Antivirals Are a More Recent Development 

Antibiotics for treating bacterial infection were developed in the 1940s. Treatments for killing viruses are called antivirals, and they have been discovered more 

recently. 

Most antiviral medication attempts to stop the virus from reproducing itself. 

Some antivirals interfere with the way viruses enter or exit host cells. Others encourage the immune system to seek and destroy cells infected by viruses. 

Mega-, Mimi- Or Truc? 

Viruses can infect all living things, even bacteria. 

J. Craig Venter, the biologist, was one of the first people to decode human DNA. Interestingly, he experimented on his own. He went around the world in his yacht 

taking samples of seawater. When his team examined the samples, they found an incredible number of new viruses, with about 10 million copies of viruses in each 

milliliter of water. It takes about 500 milliliters of water to fill a glass. 

The recent discovery of new, very large viruses has also blurred the lines between what is and is not life. In 2003, the Mimivirus was found inside an amoeba in 

England. An amoeba is a one-celled creature. It was named the “microbe-mimicking virus” because it could be seen under a microscope and its DNA was as large 

as a small bacteria. 

The largest known virus is the Pandoravirus, which was found in a pond in Melbourne, Australia. 

These recent discoveries have led scientists to take another look at the nature and classification of life. Didier Raoult, the French biologist who led the team that 

discovered Mimivirus, has even suggested putting giant viruses in a category called “truc.” This is French for “stuff,” as well as standing for things resist 

"complete classification." In other words, it means things that are too hard to categorize. 

Do humans come from seawater viruses? More research may give answers to these and other interesting questions. Whatever the case, it is clear that these tiny 

parasites will always be problems for us to deal with. 

Allen Cheng is an Associate Professor of Infectious Diseases Epidemiology at Monash University in Australia. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Text-Dependent Questions 

 

1. What is the MOST LIKELY reason why the author included the anecdote about Edward Jenner? 

a. to show how viruses can be passed from cows to humans 

b. to show who was most affected by the smallpox virus 

c. to show where the word "smallpox" comes from 

d. o show where the idea for a vaccine came from 

2. Which option BEST explains the relationship between vaccines and viruses? 

a. Vaccines are developed from weakened or dead viruses grown in a lab. 

b. Vaccines are related to antiviral medications that attack host cells. 

c. Vaccines use code from DNA to keep viruses from reproducing. 

d. Vaccines are created from antibiotics used to fight viruses. 

3. Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-5]. 

To say that viruses are small is an understatement. If the human genome were a 1,200-page book, the influenza virus would be about two 

words. The smallest virus, circovirus, would be merely a letter or two. 

WHY does the author compare a virus to a long book? 

a. to illustrate what the word "understatement" means 

b. to emphasize the extremely small size of a virus 

c. to show how complex the influenza virus is 

d. to explain how long a human genome is 

 

4. Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-5]. 

Viruses show some of the characteristics of living things. They have DNA, which contains the instructions for how each part of a creature 

works. They also change over time and create copies of themselves. However, most biologists argue they aren’t alive because they can’t 

replicate themselves and create new viruses. 

Which of the following words from the article helps explain the meaning of "replicate"? 

a. Copy 

b. Developed 

c. Protect 

d. destroy



Day 15 
 

Connection: What do you know about how pandemics affect human populations throughout history? 

Definition: Pandemics arise when infectious diseases spread across large territories, such as multiple countries or even worldwide. Pandemics differ in their impact 

depending on how deadly the disease in question is as well as how equipped the affected populations are to respond. 

1. Ask an older family member about a pandemic that has affected the world in the past and how they reacted to it? Write a summary of the person’s 

response. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In this lesson you will have the opportunity to compare how diseases spread and how leaders and societies responded to them, and you'll consider who bears the 

greatest responsibility for addressing pandemics.  Considering the following questions while reading and annotating the texts. 

Compelling Question: Do certain countries equipped in addressing the spread of pandemics than others? 

Supporting Questions: 

1. How do pandemics spread internationally? 

2. What impact do pandemics have on society? What impact do they have on relations between groups of people? 

3. In what ways must countries work together to stop the spread of pandemics? 

 

 

 

 



Article 1 

The 1918 flu pandemic that killed millions 

By History.com, adapted by Newsela staff 

Published:12/18/2017 

The influenza or flu pandemic of 1918 to 1919 was the deadliest in modern history. This 

outbreak of disease infected about 500 million people worldwide. It killed from 20 million to 

50 million victims. One out of every four Americans became sick, and some 675,000 died. 

The 1918 flu was first seen in Europe, the United States, and parts of Asia. It then spread 

quickly around the world. Many people who became sick were young, healthy adults. At the 

time, there were no effective treatments for this killer flu to prevent its spread. In the U.S., 

people were ordered to wear masks. Schools, theaters and other public places were closed.  

 

Flu facts 

Influenza, or flu, is a type of virus. A virus is a tiny germ that can make us sick. The flu virus attacks the body's respiratory system, the system for 

breathing, which includes our chest, lungs, and throat. It spreads from one person to another quickly. When someone who has the flu coughs or 

sneezes, little droplets from their lungs spread out into the air. Anyone nearby who inhales these can get sick. Even a person who touches something 

with the virus on it and then touches his or her mouth, eyes, or nose can become infected. 

Every year, many people get sick from influenza. Most people get better, but some have to go to the hospital. The flu can cause other problems in the 

body, like ear and throat infections, or pneumonia, which is a disease of the lungs. Every year, some people die because of the flu.  

A "pandemic" is what we call a disease spreading fast all across the world. A flu pandemic is what happened in 1918. 

 

The flu strikes far and wide 

In the spring of 1918, the first wave of the flu pandemic hit. It didn't seem serious. People who were infected felt the usual flu symptoms, which are 

chills, fever, and feeling tired. Those who got sick generally got better after several days. Not many died. However, a second, highly contagious wave 

of influenza appeared in the fall of that same year. Victims died within hours or days. Their skin turned blue and their lungs filled with liquid, making 

it very difficult to breathe.  

Image 1. American Red Cross nurses tend to flu patients in Oakland, 
California, in 1918. Photo by: Edward A. "Doc" Rogers. From the 
Joseph R. Knowland collection at the Oakland History Room, Oakland 
Public Library 



No one knows where the 1918 flu virus came from. But it spread within months to almost every other part of the planet.  

One unusual thing about the 1918 flu was that many healthy young men and women caught it and died. It happened right at the end of World War I, 

and many soldiers got sick. In fact, more American soldiers died from that flu than the war. 

Historians think that worldwide at least 20 million people – and maybe as many as 50 million – died from the disease in 1918-1919. It could be twice 

that many. At that time, not all places in the world kept medical records.  

 

Fighting the flu 

When the 1918 flu hit, doctors didn't know what caused it or how to treat it. Unlike today, they had no effective drugs for fighting this virus.  

America had fewer doctors and nurses because of the war. Many of them got sick themselves. In some parts of the U.S., hospitals were so crowded 

with flu patients that schools and private homes were used as a place to treat the sick. 

Some towns forced the sick to stay at home. They ordered people to wear masks. They closed schools, churches, and theaters. People were told not to 

shake hands and to stay indoors.  

 

The flu takes a heavy toll on society 

The flu pandemic wiped out entire families.  

Businesses had to close because so many workers were sick. Mail delivery and garbage collection were interrupted. In some places farms didn't have 

enough workers to harvest crops.  

 

Flu pandemic finally ends 

By the summer of 1919, the flu pandemic came to an end. Sick people had either gotten well or they had died. Almost 90 years later, in 2008, 

researchers announced they'd discovered why the 1918 flu was so deadly. That particular flu virus attacked the lungs and caused 

pneumonia. Pneumonia is an infection that inflames the lungs and air sacs, causing them to fill with fluid. Pneumonia can make you very sick.  

Since 1918, there have been several other influenza pandemics, although none has been quite as deadly. 
 

 



Article 2 

Officials say coronavirus targets elderly and ill, children mostly unaffected  

By Los Angeles Times, adapted by Newsela staff 

Published: 03/09/2020 

People with the coronavirus were recently identified in Northern California. Christina Arnold 

is a mother who lives in the area. Arnold started worrying about herself and her two teenage 

sons. 

All three have asthma. This respiratory condition puts them in more danger. If they were to 

catch the coronavirus, which affects people's respiratory system, the chance of death is higher. 

"I don't want to show my kids I'm scared because there is not much we can do about it," 

Arnold said on March 2. 

Not A Serious Danger For Most People 

COVID-19 is short for "coronavirus disease 2019." The virus started in Wuhan, China, and has continued to spread in the United States. Although 

many Americans have become more anxious, health experts agree on one point. They say the coronavirus is more of a risk to certain groups of the 

population, such as the elderly. The experts stress that the coronavirus isn't a serious danger to most people. 

"The risk is low," said Anthony Fauci. He leads the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. It is a U.S. government health agency. 

A healthy grown-up with the illness might face small health problems. They could get a cough or runny nose. However, the elderly and those with 

certain medical conditions are at greater risk. 

Older People And Those With Health Conditions Most At Risk 

Seven people who have died were at a nursing home outside Seattle, Washington. This shows the illness is most dangerous for those older than 50 

years old. The risk is especially high for people who have a long-term illness, such as high blood pressure, or are very overweight. 

"Older populations of people and people with health conditions may have much bigger problems," said Tom Frieden. He used to lead the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, which is called the CDC for short. The CDC is a national public health institute. Frieden added that about three out 

of five adults in the U.S. have conditions that could worsen the coronavirus. 

Children have predominantly been safe from the coronavirus. They are the one group that has not been hit with severe cases of it. 

Image 1: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Robert 
Redfield (center), National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases Director Anthony Fauci (far left) and other government 
officials speak about coronavirus to reporters at the White House in 
Washington, D.C., March 2, 2020. Photo: Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 
Photo 



"For reasons we don't understand, children don't seem to get severely ill," Frieden said. 

Controlling The Disease Is A Concern 

How to control the illness and who is in the most danger is a growing concern. There is a lot of fear and uncertainty about the illness. 

As of March 4, there were 152 known cases of the coronavirus in the U.S. Most of the cases have been in Washington and California. Some 

contracted the illness through travel or contact with someone who traveled. Some got the virus through its spread in the community. 

There are growing numbers of cases without a known cause. In response, several businesses have canceled events or limited travel for employees. On 

March 2, Twitter urged employees to work at home rather than come to the office. Uber said the illness was a danger to its business. 

The outbreak has hit hardest in Washington. There, Governor Jay Inslee said people "should begin to think about avoiding large events." 

Experts warned the illness will continue to spread in the coming days. It is unclear just how dangerous it is. It also isn't clear who faces the most 

danger beyond the elderly. Long-term illnesses like diabetes and heart problems have been linked to more serious cases, as have severe illnesses such 

as cancer. Smoking can worsen the coronavirus too, researchers said. 

"We could learn a lot more in the next week," said Stephanie Christenson, a doctor at the University of California, San Francisco. "All of this is kind 

of changing." 

China's CDC released a report with information about the coronavirus. The report said that people with the virus who were over 80 years old died 

much more often than anyone else with the virus. Research also showed that people with serious medical conditions before they got sick were more 

likely to die after getting the coronavirus. 

Peter Beilenson is a health officer. He works in Sacramento County in California. He explained that a healthy older person is at less of a risk than an 

unhealthy older person. 

George Rutherford is a doctor. He works at a university in San Francisco, California. Rutherford explained why the disease affects some more than 

others. It has to do with the health of their lungs. An 80-year-old does not have as strong lungs as a 20-year-old. Older people's lungs have lived 

through more air pollution and secondhand smoke. This makes them weaker. 

No Need To Change Much About People's Lives 

Health experts say that people do not need to change much about their lives. They recommend people wash their hands, avoid sick people and limit 

travel outside the country. 

Arnold plans on keeping life as normal as possible for her two sons. In spite of her worry about their asthma, they continue to go to the gym, movies 

and beach. 



"Your best bet is just washing your hands," she said. 

 

  

COMPARE & CONTRAST 

Compare how the diseases spread, how people responded to them, and how they impacted society, based on the sources. 

Similarities 

Officials say coronavirus targets 

elderly and ill, children mostly 

unaffected 
The 1918 flu pandemic that 

killed millions 



Day 16: Quiz and vocabulary 

Reread both articles an answer the multiple choice questions that follow. 

Article 1 

1. According to the section "Flu pandemic finally ends," WHY did so many people die in 1918 from the flu? 

a. People got the chills and a fever from the flu virus. 

b. People got pneumonia after being infected by the flu virus. 

c. People got ear and throat infections from the flu virus 

d. People died before they could go to the doctor for the flu virus. 

 

2. What effect did the flu virus have on healthy young men and women in 1918? 

a. The flu virus did not affect many healthy young men and women in 1918. 

b. Some healthy young men and women got the flu in 1918, but they quickly got better. 

c. Many healthy young men and women got the flu in 1918 and died. 

d. A few healthy young men and women got the flu in 1918, and they spread it around the world. 

3. Read the article's introduction and final section. What is the BEST way to describe the connection between those two sections? 

a. The introduction describes how deadly the flu pandemic of 1918 was, and the final section explains why the pandemic was so deadly. 

b. The introduction explains how the flu pandemic of 1918 affected towns, and the final section adds more information about how the pandemic affected 

towns. 

c. The introduction briefly describes the flu pandemic of 1918, and the final section explains why other flu pandemics have not been as deadly. 

d. The introduction describes the places the flu pandemic of 1918 first occurred, and the final section describes how long it took researchers to 

understand the flu. 

 

4. Read the two selections below from the article. Which answer choice BEST describes the structure of the two selections? 

i. Every year, many people get sick from influenza. Most people get better, but some have to go to the hospital. The flu can cause other problems 

in the body, like ear and throat infections, or pneumonia, which is a disease of the lungs. Every year, some people die because of the flu. 

ii. America had fewer doctors and nurses because of the war. Many of them got sick themselves. In some parts of the U.S., hospitals were so 

crowded with flu patients that schools and private homes were used as a place to treat the sick. 

a. Problem and solution is the structure of both selections 

b. Cause and effect is the structure of the first selection; problem and solution is the structure of the second selection. 

c. Chronology is the structure of both selections. 

d. Chronology is the structure of the first selection; comparison is the structure of the second selection. 

 



Article 2 

1. Which two statements are MAIN ideas from the article? 

a. Seven people who have died were at a nursing home outside Seattle, Washington. 

b. "Older populations of people and people with health conditions may have much bigger problems," said Tom Frieden. 

c. Experts warned the illness will continue to spread in the coming days. 

d. Older people's lungs have lived through more air pollution and secondhand smoke. 

 

2. Read the paragraph from the article. 

“COVID-19 is short for "coronavirus disease 2019." The virus started in Wuhan, China, and has continued to spread in the United States. Although many 

Americans have become more anxious, health experts agree on one point. They say the coronavirus is more of a risk to certain groups of the population, such 

as the elderly. The experts stress that the coronavirus isn't a serious danger to most people.” 

Which statement summarizes the paragraph? 

a. COVID-19, short for "coronavirus disease 2019," first appeared in Wuhan, China, but has since spread to countries across the globe, including the 

U.S. 

b. The emergence of coronavirus in the U.S. has caused widespread fear and anxiety, even though public health experts stress that the virus is not 

threatening to the majority of people. 

c. While experts warn that coronavirus will continue to spread within the U.S., they also advise that it is only seriously threatening to certain groups, not 

to the population overall. 

d. The coronavirus that started in Wuhan, China, has made its way to the U.S., where health experts and the general public are unsure how to best address 

the problem. 

 

3. Why did Christina Arnold feel anxious after people in Northern California were diagnosed with coronavirus? 

a. She recently put her mother in a nursing home in the area, and most U.S. coronavirus deaths were in a nursing home. 

b. She had thought that there would be no coronavirus outbreaks in the U.S 

c. She and her sons live nearby and are at increased risk because of their asthma, but there is little she can do to prevent its spread. 

d. She lives nearby and is elderly, putting her at higher risk of infection. 

 

4. What effect did the coronavirus outbreak have on some businesses? 

a. Businesses took steps to minimize employee exposure and travel, such as having them work from home. 

b. Businesses closed their stores and offices to help prevent the spread of the virus. 

c. Businesses offered to help the government produce necessary supplies like breathing masks. 

d. Businesses made a lot of money as people stocked up on supplies because of the coronavirus. 

 



VOCABULARY from Articles 1&2 

Words List Definition  Synonyms Context  

pandemic an outbreak of a disease that occurs over a wide geographic area 

and affects an exceptionally high proportion of the population 

sickness, illness 

 

The influenza or flu pandemic of 1918 to 1919 

was the deadliest in modern history 

victim someone who is hurt, injured, or killed by a person, group, or 

event 

patient Victims died within hours or days. 

inflames to stir up or intensify (to make stronger) Intensify  Pneumonia is an infection that inflames the lungs 

and air sacs, causing them to fill with fluid. 

symptoms a sign of something 

something that happens in the body suggesting that there is a 

disease or disorder. 

indication, sign, 

warning 

People who were infected felt the usual flu 

symptoms, which are chills, fever, and feeling 

tired 

predominantly predominant being the chief or greatest in importance, status, 

influence 

mainly, chiefly Children have predominantly been safe from the 

coronavirus 

respiratory having to do with or used in the act of breathing. breathing This respiratory condition puts them in more 

danger. 

Infectious spreading easily 

able to be given to others by infection 

catching, contagious, 

communicable, 

spreading 

He leads the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases. 

 

Direction: Complete the sentences below by inserting one word from your word list. 

1. High fever is a _____________ of the coronavirus. 

 

2. We had to keep the cat by itself for six weeks because its disease was _________________________. 

 

3. Without treatment the pain you are feeling will _________________________, and might even cause you to be hospitalized. 

 

4. There are over 50,000 ________________________of the coronavirus in the USA. 

 

5. It is ______________________senior citizens with underlying conditions who are dying from the coronavirus. 

 

6. Because of the rapid spread of the disease, it has become a __________________________ within weeks. 

 

Select two words and construct your own sentences. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



DAY 17: Argument Writing 
Now that you have read several articles on viruses write your views on the prompt below. 

Use the guidelines to structure your thoughts: 

 

 

 

Thesis Statement: (One sentence that summarizes the main point or claim of an essay and is developed, supported, and explained in the 

text by means of examples and evidence.)  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reasons: Provide up to three reasons that support your argument 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Evidence: Write at least two pieces of evidence to support each reason. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Ending: Write at least one sentence that contains your final thoughts on the issue or a summary of the points and a statement of opinion. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prompt: Should medical professionals and volunteers risk their own lives to fight deadly epidemics and 

pandemics like the coronavirus? Write arguments for (in support of) or against. 
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